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DOCTORATE IN EDUCATION PROGRAM

Ph.D Program in Education

1. PROGRAM INFORMATION

Ph.D. Program in Education NOTES
Program name Ph.D Program in Education
Degree Awarded by UNAB, no validation
required in Colombia
Modality Hybrid (in-person and virtual,
predominantly virtual)
Duration 3.5 years / 7 semesters
Schedule In-person sessions (Saturdays | You can also participate
7:00 am — 4:00 pm) synchronically.
English Courses It depends on the level or levels | English is not an
the student needs to take. admission  requirement,
but it is required for
graduation. Students who
need it can take the UNAB
English courses. The cost
of these courses must be
covered by the student.

2. PROGRAM OBJETIVE

The Ph.D. in Education program focuses on creativity and innovation, aiming to train high-
level researchers equipped with competencies, tools, and knowledge to enhance
educational quality locally and globally. Graduates of the program will possess critical,
argumentative, and proactive skills, enabling them to design, lead, manage, evaluate, and
implement research initiatives that address educational needs.

The UNAB Ph.D. in Education program seeks to:

e Impact society by training educators in research, equipping them to identify and
address educational challenges, systematize their practices, and translate research
findings into policies, strategies, models, and tools.

e Provide comprehensive training to foster autonomous, ethical, and creative
professionals who contribute to a more prosperous society. These principles support
improvements in education across various roles and levels.

e Promote active engagement in educators, positioning them as agents of change
who keenly observe their environment to guide actions that address societal
challenges. This includes rethinking the role of education, creating transformative
proposals, and developing self-critical awareness in their pedagogical practice.
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e Cultivate creativity in the classroom, preparing educators to document, evaluate,
and share their experiences, allowing for the replication of best practices across
diverse contexts and with other educators.

e Address educational challenges through advanced training, equipping educators
to participate in projects that address needs in education, thereby supporting
pedagogical development and national innovation.

3. ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

The Ph.D. program in Education welcomes innovative professionals from various
educational fields who possess strong communication skills and a clear research focus.
Admission requirements include:

e A Master’s degree in any discipline.

e For foreign degrees, validation in Colombia by the Ministry of Education.

e Proper migration status for international students, as required by the Colombian
government.

e Submission of all required documents for admission via the UNAB website.

Preferred qualifications:
Research experience.
Publication record.

Note: To transfer credits for courses taken outside the program, candidates should submit
a formal request to the Faculty Council. The request, addressed to the Program Director,
should include: (1) the syllabus, (2) a transcript showing a grade of 4.0 or higher, and (3)
proof of payment for the credit transfer process.

4. WHY CHOOSE THE UNAB PH.D. IN EDUCATION?

Our program offers access to an esteemed team of national and international faculty,
extracurricular activities, and research internships, creating a comprehensive educational
experience within a flexible, personalized learning environment.

The program’s distinguishing features include:

e Partnerships with international universities, including CETYS University
(Mexico), University of Alcala (Spain), Sao Paulo State University - UNESP (Brazil),
William & Mary (U.S.), University of Texas Rio Grande Valley (UTRGV, U.S.), and
University at Buffalo (U.S.). These partnerships facilitate student and faculty
exchanges, thesis co-supervision, and internships.

e Signature Courses at UNAB: Courses in Creative Problem Solving and Leadership
for Innovation, with additional certification from UNAB Creativa and CORE School of
Management.
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Hybrid modality, enabling students to continue working while attending classes
remotely or in-person on campus. Independent study takes place in the TEMA virtual
classroom.

Three elective tracks: Education and Values, Educational Management, and
Educational Technology, allowing students to tailor their studies to their specific
interests.

Emphasis on innovation and creativity: This focus is embedded across the
curriculum, pedagogical strategies, and methodologies, including the Torrance
Incubation Model for Creative Learning (TIM) and the Creative Problem-Solving
Model, both of which enhance creative skill development alongside content mastery.

5. STUDY PLAN

COMPONENT

SEMESTER 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Cross-disciplinary Creative problema  Leadership
solving for change
Core School and society Current
in the educational
contemporary models and
world policies
Research Methodologic Data
paradigms in al models of analysis
education researchin
education
Elective Elective | Elective Il Elective Ill
Specific/research-focused Doctoral Doctoral Doctoral Doctoral Doctoral Doctoral Doctoral
Proposal | Proposalll Proposallll Project | Project Il Project Il Project IV

6. ELECTIVE TRACKS

Students may choose to complete all modules within a single track or combine them (subject

to availability)*:

e Education and Values: This track focuses on examining the ethical and axiological

dimensions of education across various contexts. It includes studies on teacher
ethics, values education in school and family settings, moral reasoning development
in diverse populations, and analysis of educational practices through the lens of the
pedagogy of otherness. Modules in this track include: Education as a Social
Phenomenon, Values in a Globalized Society, Civic Education, Intercultural
Education, Pedagogy of Otherness, and Moral Education.

Educational Management: This track emphasizes research on the management
and administration of educational institutions at all levels. It also includes studies on
the analysis and application of educational policies within specific contexts. Modules
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in this track include: Educational Leadership, Project Management, Educational
Administration, and Institutional Evaluation.

¢ Educational Technology: This track explores the development and application of a
research-supported knowledge base in educational technology, showcasing its
benefits across diverse learning environments. Modules in this track include:
Technological Innovation in Education, Multimedia Resources for Teaching and
Learning, Technological Mediation for Teaching and Learning, and Evaluation and
Learning in Virtual Environments.

*Each track offers four modules; however, students are required to complete only three.

/. REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION

In addition to completing all program credits (84), the following graduation requirements
must be met:

e Pass the candidacy exam: The doctoral candidate takes this exam in the third
semester, presenting their proposal to an evaluation panel for feedback and approval
to proceed with dissertation development. Upon approval, the proposal is officially
recognized as the project. Candidates may defer the exam, provided it occurs within
the Doctoral Proposal Ill module. Passing the candidacy exam is necessary to
continue with specific research component modules.

e Complete at least one doctoral research internship: This full-time internship must
last at least one month and take place at a university, national or international, with
no employment affiliation. Internships may be completed in three ways: (1) at one of
the program's partner universities; (2) at an institution with a current UNAB
agreement; or (3) independently at another university not covered by existing
agreements.

e Pass the final dissertation defense: A minimum grade of 3.5 is required to pass.

e Present at least once at the Coloquio de Investigacion de Posgrados UNAB

e Publish or have an academic article accepted for publication: This article must
be related to the doctoral research project, excluding the review article prepared in
the second semester.

e Produce an additional research output derived from the doctoral research: This
output must align with the MinCiencias research product categories (New
Knowledge, Technological Development and Innovation, Social Appropriation of
Knowledge, or Public Science Dissemination). If the second-semester review article
is published, this requirement is considered fulfilled.

e Obtain UNAB certification of at least B1 level in English: This course can be
taken throughout the doctoral program, with costs borne by the student, as they are
not included in the total program fee.

*These requirements must be confirmed at the time of graduation according to the Research
Protocol and current program regulations.
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7. RESEARCH LINES

Review the research lines relevant to your doctoral proposal carefully. Detailed information about
UNAB'’s research groups is available here: UNAB Research Groups.

LINES THEMES

Education and Values School, Family, and Values

Education in Values

Citizenship and Social Responsibility

Applied Ethics

Pedagogy of Otherness
Educational Agents and Literacies
Practices
Teacher Preparation
Evaluation of Educational Processes
Practices of Educational Agents
Sustainable Social Economic Development, Exclusion, and Vulnerability

Development

Urbanization, Environment, and Social Action
Interculturality, Multiculturalism, and Social
Recognition

Welfare Policies and Social Intervention

Educational Management Strategic Planning

Management and Evaluation of Educational Projects

Didactics Reading and Writing



https://unab.edu.co/grupos-de-investigacion/
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Mathematics, Statistics, and related fields

Basic Sciences, Environment, and related fields

Social Sciences and related fields

Arts

Foreign Languages

Literature

Early Childhood Education Public Policies in Early Childhood

Pedagogical and Didactic Strategies in Early
Childhood

Educational Innovation Pedagogical and Didactic Innovation

Educational Technology

Inclusion and Differential Educational Inclusion
Approach

Diversity, Differential Approach, and Gender

School Dropout

Socio-emotional Development




